
 

 

Dr. Arnold Matson, photo in seed
lab



Dr. Arnold Matson
“early years”

• Born on a farm in SE Missouri near Gideon
• Completed BS degree in Agronomy
• Served in World War II
• Returned home and taught Vocational

Agriculture for 7 years in Gideon MO
• At the same time was conducting soils

experiments for Univ. of MO Soils Depart.



Dr. Arnold Matson
“early years, con’t”

• Planned to work for the U. of Missouri Soils
Department

• Instead was persuaded to work for a USDA-
ARS soybean breeder, Dr. Leonard Williams

• Completed his MS and PhD (1961) under Dr.
Williams

• Dr. William’s other PhD students included Dr.
Chuck Caviness and Dr. Detroy Green



Dr. Arnold Matson
“University of Missouri years”

• Initial soybean breeding work at the U. of
Missouri Exp. Station at Sikeston, MO

• Moved his work to the Delta Center near
Portageville, MO when it opened

• While at the Delta Center conducted research that
broke the linkage between the Rhg4 and i locus
(Matson and Williams. 1965. Crop Sci.)

• Released the MG IV yellow seeded, SCN resistant
variety, Custer

• Worked a U. of Missouri for 10 years



 
Dr. Arnold Matson crossing soybeans



Dr. Arnold Matson
“SRF years”

• In 1965 was approached by representatives of 17
seed companies to start a soybean breeding
company –  SRF; Soybean Research Foundation
(they believed the United States was going to pass
the PVP law)

• By the time the PVP law was passed in 1970 SRF
had 27 member companies

• SRF was located in Mason City, Illinois
• SRF and Coker Pedigreed Seed Company

(Hartsville SC) were transformative organizations
in our soybean breeding community



Article from the Peoria Journal Star



Dr. Arnold Matson
“SRF years, con’t”

• Dr. Matson was a very progressive soybean
breeder

– Employed lighted greenhouses for crossing
– Employed off-season nurseries (Chile) for

generation advancement
– Released SRF’s first variety in 1970, SRF300
– Branded the SRF product line by marketing

narrow-leaflet soybean varieties
– Worked for SRF for 20 years and retired in 1985

 
 
 



Article from the St.
Louis Post-
Dispatch



Dr. Arnold Matson
(his legacy)

• He cleared the path for all private soybean
breeders in our community

• He instilled a love of soybean breeding in his son,
Dr. Kevin Matson, a highly accomplished, 35-
year soybean breeder and geneticist at Monsanto

• His legacy continues to grow with his
granddaughter, Gretchen (Kevin’s oldest
daughter) who recently started her career with
Monsanto

• He is proof there is life after a robust and highly
successful career in soybean breeding




